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This is an Oral History on JUANITA GARCIA for the Washakie County Oral 
History Program. Interviewer is Ann Rathner. Essay form. September 13, 
1989. 


************************************************************************* 


Juanita Garcia was born in the city of Leon, State of Guanajuato, country of 
Mexico in 1902. 

Her parents were both from Leon, Guanajuato. Her father was a professional 
musician and bandmaster, who played all instruments, string, percussion and 
horns. He brough his band to the United States on or about 1917; while the 
family stayed in Mexico. His musicians played the southwestern part of the 
United States, even east, as far as Topeka, Kansas. 

On September 16, 1918 Juanita Castro married Pedro (Pete) Garcia in Leon; and 
in 1928 they moved to Worland, Wyoming where Pete had intermittently worked 
for the Santa Fe Railroad on his trips to the United States before he married 
Juanita. 

In 1919 their first child Juz Maria was born. Jess was born in 1921, Manuel 
in 1925, Salvador in 1928, Rebecca in 1931, Anita in 1933, Paul in 1936 and 

David, the youngest in 1939. 

When Juanita and Pete came to Worland in 1928, Pete worked at the sugar 
factory that had started in 1925. According to Juanita, there was no town; 
only three stores that she remembers; the streets were only dirt; which 



turned to muddy quagmires in wet weather. She said she seems to remember 
that where the Ford Garage is now, on the corner of Railroad Avenue and Big 
Horn there was an Indian graveyard, and as children they avoided walking near 
it. They felt superstitious about it. 

Pete continued to intermittently work on the railroad, at which times they 
enjoyed living in a box car that had water and toilet. When Pete worked on 
farms, they lived in labor houses, which oftentimes lacked indoor plumbing 
and toilets. Juanita had to haul all water from the river for washing 
clothese, which was done by hand; water was heated on the stove, a wood-coal 
burning range that provided heat for the house and for cooking. Summertime 
was nice but wintertimes were terrible living conditions. 

During a couple summers when Pete found work hard to come by, the family went 
to Yakima, Washington where the family worked as migrant workers. The 
children all went to the one school at that time...where the administration 
building now stands on 3rd Street and Big Horn Avenue. 


Family recreation was in the form of rare outings..fishing and picnics in the 
mountains. 


Juanita has enjoyed a lifetime of doing needlecrafts and sewing. At one time 
during the 1960s when she wanted extra money, she made and sold exquisitely 
beautiful hand quilted, hand made quilts. 


End 


of 


interview. 



